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* ks, 1 
ee erof this Sermon ſince 
it was e U 7 in this great Town, 
* Fl \ have forc'd, me to print it in my own, 
Thar all the World may ſee and bo 
anding the ſtrange Cla-: 
— — it, as if it 
55 and contain d a Doctrine 
to Church and State, yet 
other Doctripe than what 


ug and his Apoſtles, 
1 aach Eftablideg Cie 


5, 


If Thad ſaidthat the Prieſt might abſolve abſo- 
lutely y, and pardon Sins by his own Authority, that 
wa hat remit the Sins of the Impenitent, or te- 

ſe of the Penitent,, then hed the Ac- 

A © cuſation 


Jo ling mod ben 15 15 is Fivj ttzod BAH e 


1 e hien | 


- falſe Doctrine. 


Aud Paſtors of the Clnitch-6f 


| The P REFACB. 
cuſation had been juſt, and I had been guilty of 
trition and Arririon;” of daily or annual Ad- 
- ricitar Confelſien, or indeed made it any ways 
neceſſary for a Man to confeſs all his Sins to the + 
Prieft, or allow'd that a Prieſt might give Ab- 
ſolution - upon a Man's bare Confeſſion, or his 
going a Pilgrima e a Sum of Mo- 
ney to ſome Pious 6 abe * b Ui, or 


. 


might do wi ou being wh uy d 
ally do 1. Nen 2 
juſt and warrantable. But as I have — no- 


thing of all this, and have 72 55 that Zeſus 
Chriſt bath left (AJ ah —_y 8 5 


Sinnevs, lo 
is all d. 


our Church t oye a mud — 
Liturgy, in the Office for Vici 
cannot but think it hard tg have. 
EA e ſince it 0 a Doctrin 

: and our 
and — been ſubſerib' d to b 11 t 


Iltis Ded 0 Papi 


thoſe who 


condemn not only „Put all the Prelites and 
inferior Min of "this Church, who have, 
ſubſerib'd the fame, and are bound to, magin- 
tain | It. » 


anne Sime. I pro 
before -the Office for x H 8 | 
35 | x ; : * 2 +» wiky re. 


Lo! 
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- * Fu 


— 2 has. _— 9 * os — LI 
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Th PETA 
where the [Prieſt has) Power given him to te- 
rel! nbtorious evil: Liver — 
and to the Practice of all our Biſho is theif ; 
Ecclefiaſtical Courts. This Right of t Church, 
ae? retan the Sina of the: obſtihately Impenitent 
. ug them from the Communion: of the 
chghas — maintain d and vindicated 

8 Judicious aud Learned: Dr. Potter, in his 

een e r Church- Government, cb 
. 3 


the Reaker for his fuether Stafattion 


it. &. To which I there» 


fore refer 
in that n. 
4 uad r > Thoughts Gben 1 Seen thi 
. 25 1 ch Pk i 875 
T Bite hier Goal | | 


e mip: wang 
v Pu Ahh 1 en a e alu, Vin« 
| ſuch, ons 


ix the 1 Sermon is the v 
Word for Word 121 that which was preach 1. 
ue Manuſeript "is EW preferyed els Book-; 
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who dal ink _— 


auth oy 
9 Th: 2 e to doit 'L 1 


7 Now bicaifsrche Serni6n'0as too — ts 
be preach'd at one time, in thoſe Places where 
1 preached but one Part of the Day, I omit. 
= that which encloſed between — —5 
chets E J from 17255 N 17 And 
from pag. 2. to pag. 31 where it dd th 
God is no Reſpecter Potſoni. i 


Perſon douht, whether the Doctrine 
ce pabhiſhed” was: — the l 


of” ET even from the wy girming 


the Refor to this T Wege c Hitt Ie 
te e N the 58, Seen 
* Ne s 
that w . | 
fie Tex . 15 in that 5 
— 1 how t #1 Perſe n "Up bY 


gry wid + 72 © 
FEES eros Par 


not but tHert aft Eee 5 51 
urſes of tt 1 ug 150 not ſeen 
them: Bur theſe ie: fi tie to ew, That 
what I have here publiſn * the enſe 
of the Religious and 11— of he 1 


Kane, wer linde its Reformat hor Foe 


” . _— I * ” » þ 4 * 
date! 179 196 ny LY 


If a Paſſage in this Wi 8 
karſh. a any 5 exceptionable At LA 25 
thou 


* | n ' 


The PRERYAcR. : 
though I am not conſcious that there is any 
— Paſſage) I deſire the Candid Reader to 
compare it with what goes before' and follows 

aſter, where I doubt not but he will find it 

fully cleared. : 2 


) 1 fhall conclude this Preface with Dr. Com- 
et Words juſt before his Paraphraſe on the 
Wl dbſolution, to be uſed at the Viitation of the 
„ick. 
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The Montaniſts and the Novatian Hereticks 
* (like our Modern Separatiſts) would Ab- 
ſolve none But the Donatiſts and Audiani 
(like thoſe of Rome) aſſumed to themſelves an 
Abſolute Power, while the Church of England 
(as the Primitive Catholick Church was wont) 
goes a middle way, and neuher Alſolues any 
Abſolutely by her own Power, nor yet denies to 
Abſolve in Ps Name, thoſe who are trul 
Penitent and deſire it doubtleſs if Men 
were not prejudic d by evil Principles, our ſick 
and dying Perſons might have as much Comfort 
1 this excellent part of the Office, as the Chri- 

tans of old found in it And if they righth 
knew the Benefit thereof, and duly prepared | 
ie jor it ; nothing could better fit them for a cheers ; 
"off fil Paſſage out of this World. 
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Remiſion of Sins. 
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ever F: 5 
And when be 4 abs, be 3 on 
them, and 0 inte them, Receive ye 
"'Y the Fol ly. Ghoſt. | - 5 
V boſe ſoever Sins rent; they are remitte 
gu ſe) them, and 22 ſc oe ver ns ye retain, 
I they « are retointd. Wa 


by - WW = H Ex our bleſſed Saviour had complea 


ted our Redemption by his Death and 
Reſurrection, and had 2 ear d to Mary 


Magdalen and others, who by his « rder had ac- 
ff ed the Apoſtles with it; He vouchſafed 2 


1 


lake them a Viet himfelf the very ſame Da - 
B ven 


Is. 4 8 = nds" N 
Even, at ſuch time as they were private- 


Lak. xxiv. ly got together, to enquire of one ano- 
. What was become of Him, and con- 


T1 ſeek Him; And 
b who had ſeen him and who had not ſeen him: 
And though they had ſhyt the Doors for fear of the 


— yet he _ 4n and _ in the midſt of 


ty * ation. of 
15 e, 5 An 1 fully,tc 
th K Pe 


— Maſter =) 12 Beg een crucified. And 
finding them perfectly xbminc'd that it was he him. 
ſelf, and no n 3 and 338 they 
were rejoyced a | . n not 
* n n 1 FO bbs 1 5 „ but 
alſo a moſt ample Commiſſion, 125 ing, As my Fe. 
tler, &c. _—_ well does this Commiſſion given 


at this _ fet, forth Chriſt's great Love and ten- 
r Care o us? In that as ſoon as hs fad accom- 


e 15 oWwii Reſürrection, he tobk im diate 

| . provide a Means by Which wo t riſe 

| all rom the Death of Sig tothe Life n 

teouſneſs. re: CFO d es fo cage ent- 

1 flii. 180 * give it befdre lis Death, becuuſe til 

Err made. bin Sau ering fo 

Heb, 11. 224 Sin. (For til ten: þ bad. not. bis Blood, 

Mare Wy" without which there. ix 50 7 Sins. 

9. ob Age 40 8 it. b 2 — was pro- 

2 18. but not given till now. 

Bur having 2 ade 4 full Attonement for 

the Sins of the whole World, he judged irexpedient 

immediately to give his Apoſtles a Commiſſion, as 
RD his Ambaſſadors, to reconcile. Sinners to 

2 Cor. v. God , commutting. unto them the Ward of Re 

19. N eobciliasibn. From the Words of e Text 

therefore I Will ew vou, 
- Firft, Thar our Saviour did leaye with "his Apo 
7 JL les 1 Power to remit or retain Sins. 


Second) 
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on Remiſfſion of Sus. op 
 Secondlys; That this Power wwas tranſmitted b 
them to their Succeſſors,vand continues im the 
Churdh to this Day. Rudd 
 Thindy;How uſeful and E Insdient ür is, chat there: 
ſhonld be ſuch a Power in the Church, _ 
the great Benaſit ĩt may be tu the People, if 
rightly a Momo 15 eid 10 Mone 
iin ai 91335 18 75 $1109.97 A725 
4 Bft, Then L will ſhew you that our Saviour 
did leave With his Apoſtles a Fower to; remit or 
retain Sins That i 15, to pardon or for ive Sins, Or 
elſe to bind: them mar clo ſely;{0:45 the Sinner 
ſhould not be releaſed from dine Dandobad by 
God, -tilt they had releaſed hin alſo. This Power 
is therefore in other places (fob it is ſpoke: of more 
than once in the Holy Gaſpeh) called the ee 
binding and loꝭſing, or the Power uf the R. 
Tus upon St. Feter's Confeſſion ai Cbriſt, Mars. xyie 
and: 9 — im til beſthe Sen of 16. 
the liuing Gol, which che did in qe Nane 
8 — — alt: the veſt, (for hn 
„A bum ſay ye tbat lum? Was put to all the 
ot ci our Saviouripromifed-to:him;"and m_ 
— ſaying} d- iν water e 
thee the Keys of the King dom, F Fin den E Ah Ver a. 79 
whatſormen thaw: ſhalt — oy aro bei.) 
lun i Heaven : II hafſamer this: ſhalt le en Een, 
ſbalt-: her looſed in Hertdemdd md à little Wer ** 
took another occaſion to reent and re hin) 
nag his Promiſe to all, hom he ſhould Mau- vill. 
appoint to be Governours oſ his: Church,. * a. on 
ſaying, Verily, I ſay ant , hat ow : 7 
ball nden Earth, be lonird in Heawth.; And 
vhatſentt 8 ſl looſe a me bal loojed in Hea· 
ven. Muub ha ting thus wier promiſed to Hire this 
Power to his Apoſtles, immediately. after his Re- 
— he — them with it, "hr fs in the 


4 81 
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| ſend I you. 


12 - a, E:RMieN tg 


Tyan: Were fx. , they. att reviitted un. 
fd ; and whoſeſoever fins ye retain, they. ave retained. If 
we — in what a ſolemn manner Chai veſted 
the Apoſtles with this Power, it may <dnvince us, 
that theſe were not Words of Courſe, but of great 
Weight and Moment, intended for the perpetual 
Benefit of his Church; that Church which they 
were tocollect and ſertle 3 in all Nations. He — 
promiſed this Power (as I havd ſhewed you) be- 
fore he veſted them with it: And when ie did veſt 
them with it, twas in a very folemn manner. 
, He bleſſed them with a Repetition of his 
Saſutarion, ſaying, Peace be unte y Initima- 
ting by tlus 3 of his Nleſſing; that this 
Salurarion was not deſign'd as à meer civil Com · 
plement at his firſt-A ce unto them, but that 
he reall Rag and actually would beſtow _ 
ont — CO — 10042 


= i Mr — 

1 2 7008 wry: im in — . in 
„conſequently that he had Au- 
1 baffcbene 0 give them as large à Commil- 
ſion as he pleaſed, Wochen lets them — — 
would glvethem as full Power and Auch 
his Church as they "could deſire, 22 Naw hex 
Mould be üs Deputies and erents, to att in 
his ſtead. 4 y Faber hatb ſent ſent mo, fayshe, fe ſo 

The ſame hewer which my Father has 
committed to me, the ſame do I now. — — 
Vie whom Lappoint to act in my Name, as my 


icars- general, 3; v6 bd neee Nee. 
"Thirdly; He breathed' on ien, and ſainb ant 
recei ve. yd Holy Ghoſt. Whereby he 
them with Ability, or Capacity to execute — 
* and Authority” Which 4p had giren them. 
n En. , . a. It S 0013839: 
In the laſt Place; be wel chem, that He parti 
r commits to chem that Power, * he 


him: 
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ee 


enn eee 
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e 
Ly 


on Nemiſſun of Sint. 13 
himſelf exereis d here on Earch td for- *. 
ve Sins: And that «r the 1 Nr . . 

2 Power on Fanth ge forgive Sing, ſo 
ſhould they, and therefore he ſays to them, Whoſe 
ſeever fins ye remit, they ore remitted 8. and. 
veer fins ye netain, they one retai 2 
Jes can we think: that all this Form, this FI 
this Circumſtance was for nothing? 
Pd © * pretend to grant a Power which he 
d not a@ually give? ad he ſo direQly, and in 
ſuch plain Words: ſay, Whaſe ſeever ſivs ye remis, they 
are remitted, aud whoſe ſacver ſins ye —_ are res. 
ned, and yet did they receive no Power —— 
to remit and retain Sins 2 It m — 9 — ſeem _ 
ſtrange, 2 found harſh 
your Ears, that any Men how Great, Py 
or how Hoy ſoever, have the Power to 
forgive Sins. [It is a Doctrine you have been fo 
little us d 40 hear, that I bave juſt Cauſe to fear 
Iſhall have great Prejudices. to 2 before I 
hall de able to convince. you of the Truth of EY 
| However ſince it is a true Chriſtian Doctrine, 
a Doctrine moſt plainly delivered in the Goſpel by. 
Our Saviour himſelf, three ſeveral Places as 1 
have ſhew'd' you; it is very convenient that yo 
bound know and underſtand: it. And it you have 
not been uſed to hear it preachd, it is the more: 
neceſſary that I ſhould: præach it to you now; fog: 
it is my Duty, as of all Paſtors and Miniſters of 
the Church, Tu :decfare — _ rey 1 
Council of Gad, and to A. Ad. xx 
that ix. — th for you. 12 2 70. bb 


thing can be more vrofitable than to teach you 
where, : _—__ and from whom, you aro te card 
Remiſſion ; 


r 
u m 1 A8 dne E 
reaſon. in — — gory lay, a, Marg it, 

1 Maythas ſpeak Blaſplawies le con © | 


forgive 


4 * ” 


14 4'S 6 wWow: | 
forgive ſins but God only? Bar I deſire you to conſi. 
der; Thi though God only can forgive Sins, yer 
he can and may forgive chem in ſuch manner. and 
by ſuch Methods as himſelf pleaſes. And it would 
be a moſt high Preſumption in us to tell God, 
how and in What manner he is or ought vo for- 
give us. Are we to chooſe the Means for him by 
which he ſnould pardon us? Are we to preforibe 
Rules to him, and ſay we cannot accept your 
Pardon, unleſs:you give it immediately your ſelf, 
and not by che Miniſtration of Mat? If we 
have been Rebellious againſt our Prince, and he 
ſends us a Pardon by one of his Servants, ſhall 
we not thankfully receive at ? It is true only God 
can forgive Sins, but he may if he ſees fit, for- 
give them by the Miniftry of Man. And if he 
gives Power and to bis Miniſters, to de. 
alare amd pronounce. to bis People being Penitent, the Ab. 
folution aud Remiſſion of their Sint, ſhall che People 
think they receive no Pardon, becauſe God does 
not pronounce this Abſolution to them himſelf 2 If 
I-depute a Man to act in my Name, that Man's 
Act performed according tomy Deputation ſhall 
undoubtedly bind me: If: I give him Commiſſion 
to releaſe a Debt, his Receipt is my Diſcharge. 
And I have obliged my ſelf to ratify: and confirm 
it. If therefore God commits a Power to his Mi- 
niſters to forgive Sins, he binds himſelf to ratify 
and confitm that Abſolutiow which they pro- 
nounce, agreeable to the Commiſſion he has, giv- 
en them. And thetefore though the Declaration 
of this Pardon or Forgivenefs, which we call 
hy the Name of Abſalutian, be not only pro. 


R Drag Sees er gsa 


22 


nounced, but particularly apply d to particular 
Perſons, by Men like our 9 ——ů— 
by God's Commiſſion, whe gives them this Au- 
Fare is teaſonabſe it ſhould have the ſame 
ffect, as if tha did it by himſelf immegliatchy. k g 
5 $4 5 4 nd 
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ccrn e See 7.0 
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wo 


on Remiſſon of Sins. us Iv 
And as God may give Commiſſion, to Man to 1 
ſrdive Sins, ſo may he give him à Commiſſion to 

ind or. retain them: For God may grant Commiſſi- 
ons as large as he pleaſes; there is no Authority 
ſuperiour to his, to limit him in whatſoever he 
pleaſes to do. Therefore as he may give Power 
o a Man to declare anothers Sins to be par- 
don'd upon due Teſtimonies of Repentance, ſo 
he may give him Power to declare and pro- 
nounce that they ſhall not be -pardon'd, till ſuch 
due Teſtimonies of Repentance are given. He 
may give him Power to withold from him, all' thoſe 
pledges of his Love which he has given, as the 
Means and Aſſuranges of his good Will to us. And 
the Sinner thus debarr'd from the Means of Grace | 
ſhall be alſo thereby debarr'd..from. the Hopes of 
Glory, if God have ſeen fit to..give ſuch Power 
to Man. That God may commit ſuch a Power to 
lach Perſons as he thinks fit to Commiſſion, to be 
his Deputies or Vice-gerents, is, I think, indiſpu- 
table. For if he hath Power to flppoiat Subſti- 
tutes to act for him, (which I think cannot be 
ueſtion'd : For who ſhall ſay, unto Him, what 
doſt thou?) Then may he give cheſe Subſtitutes 
as large a Power as he ſees expedient ; ſo that I 
think nothing can be plainer, than that God can 
give ſuch Power to Men if he pleaſes. And if he 
does give this Power to any Sett of Men, yet ſtill 
we may properly enough ſay, That none can for- 
give Sins but God only, ſince none can forgive them, 
but ſuch as he Commiſſions to it, and in ſuch man- 

ner as his Common directs them: And what is 
done by his Commiſſion, may truly be ſaid to be 
done by himſelf. And if he does not ratify and 
confirm what is done in this Caſe, according to 
his own Order and Appointment, he may ſeem 
not to confult his Honour, which we doubt not 
wall always induce him to maintain, and ſupport 
hg | | | his 
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16 Sr 
his Servants ia the Execution of His own Orders, 
But we know He is unchangeable; and wat he 
has ſaid he will ſtand by; nor ſuffer his Authority 
ro be affronted in the meaneſt of Miniſters. 
I I conceive therefore, that nothing more remain 
for me to do, than 123 That God has 
e ſuch an Authority to his Miniſtetz 
And if he hath done ſv, this * cannot be 
taken from them, nor ought it to be denied them, 
although none eum forgive Sins but God 72 fa if 
He thinks fit to forgive Sins by the Miniſtry of 
Man, who can ſay it is unfit or unreaſonable; that 
ſome Men ſhould have ſuch Power? Now that 
God did give ſuch Power to Chrif whilſt here on 
Mar, ii Earth to forgive Sins, even as he was 
1. Man, is moſt evident, for he wrought 
| A4 a Miracle to convince the unbelieving 
Scribes, That the Sn of Man bad Power on Earth to 
fe Sins. And when all Power was given to bim 
both in Heaven and | Earth, after he had criumphied 
over Death by a Glorious Reſurrection, and was 
ready to aſcend into Heaven, to take Poſſeſſion 
of his Kingdom there, That his Church might not 
ſaffer in his Abſence for want of Paſtors and Go- 
vernours to take care of it, he comtnitted all his 
Power and Authority as Head of the Church to 
his Apoſtles. ' This the Text expreſſy ſhews, 4: ib 
my Father ſent me, ſays Chriſt, ſo ſend I you. As if 
he had faid, with the ſame Power and Authority 
that my Father ſent me into the World to conſti- Ini 
tute and govern my Church; I ſend you and your 
Succeſſors, I make you my Vicars or Deputies, to 
act in my Name and my Stead, and give you all 
Spiritual Power and Authority directive and coer- 
cave, which is neceſſary to your Office and Charge, i; 
in gathering, fixing and and governing Churches þ 
unto the end of the World, and whatſoever Ind 
Power and Authority ye have  feen me 9 * 
a 5 that 
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6 on::Remiſſon of Sens, oo, 
that may ye exerciſe alſo. Since then he gave 
the Apoſtles all that Power and Authority which 
he himſelf was veſted with, by the Father with 
Relation to the Church; (for if he did not yeſt 
them with ſuch Authority, he could not ſend them 
2s he -was ſent by the Father, Who ge 
lin 10. be "the Head over all things 10 the Epheſ. ii. 
Church) and fince he himſelf ſo clearly ** 
demonſtrated, That he had Power on Earth 10 fer- 
give ſins ;* we might very reaſonably infer from 
hence, That the Apoſttes who were veſted with 
all his Power as he was the Sow of Man, ſhould alſo 
have this Power to forgive fins." I ſay, this would 
be but a very. fair natural Inference, fa ng 
Cbriff had actually faid no more to them, x I | 
% Father bath: ſent me, ſo ſend I h. However to 
uke away all Doubt, and prevent all Diſputes on 
this important Subject, (for Remiſſin of fins is the 
End of our Redemption; the end for which Chrif 
came into the World) he thou 


| ght convenient to let 
1 know by expreſs Words that he had conferr d 


his Power upon them, ſaying, Whoſe ſos ver [ins 6 re- 
, 2 unto! mp whoſe — fins ye 
tain, they are retained.” And I would fain know, 
by what Words it was poſſible for him to veſt them 
wich this Power, in a more plain and expreſs man- 
ter than he has done in theſe? And ſhall we 
yer doubt, whether he gave them Power to re- 
nir Sins or not? Bſucd 1. oe £ 
And we find that the Apoſtles after this Com- 
nifion, was confirmed to them by the Deſcent 
o the Holy Ghoſt on the Day of Pentecoſt, conceiv d 
2 _ vie rity $0'remit or re- 
e, Jain fins, and that 'd Nepenfance . 
es . ——— of Cbriſt. * . 
er ad as they preach'd, ſo alf6 they bap- 7 
e, ir inthe name of 7455 Chriſt for the Remiſſion of ſins. 
at Bur you will ſay, is this — is meant 4 the 
a po- 
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. Apoſtles Power tö forgive Sins 2 There nerded 
not ſo much to have been ſaid to prove this: No 
Body denies: that they had Power to | preach and 
baptixe: It is readily. granted by all that pre- 
tend to believe the Goſpel, that the Apoſtles might 
„ _ «peak; ro all People and ſay, Repent ye, 
A. iii. and he converted, 2 Your ſins may be bh 
ach ted aut: Aid that when Men gave due 
Teſtimonies of theif Fuith and Repentauce, they 
might baptize them alſo: But might not any other 
Cbriſtian do this as well as the Apoſt les : May not 
any Man ſay to another, Repent and be convrr. 
ted, and gour fins ſball. he forgiven you? And if the 
Perſon to hom theſe Words are ſaid by any Man 
does repent and is converted, ſnall not his Sins be 
forgiven him as effectually, as if he had been en- 
werted by the preaching of an Apoſtle 2 In anſwer 

| —— —— tell you,” That 2 | — 1 
*Repent and be converted, and pour fins [ba i ven 
vou, are eaſily ſaid; and might in the firſt Ages of 
the Church, or at any time fince, be ſaid by any 
private Chriſtian as well as an Apoſtle, yet neither 
the ſaying this, nor the Converſion of the Sin- 
ner upon the hearing of it, could blot out his 
Sins: It qualify'd him indeed to receive Remiſh- 
on of Sins, but his Sins were not thereby remitted, 
but by his Baptiſm, the Ordinance which Chrif 
himſelf was pleaſed to inſtitute for the Remiſſion 
of Sihs: And that could be effectually admini- 
ſtred by none but the Apoſtles, or ſuch as the 
Commithon'd for that Purpoſe. I ſay effectualh 
adminiſtred, becauſe though any Man could per- 


form the Ceremony, either of Dipping or of 
Pouring Water on the Perſon to be baptis'd, yet it 
he had no Commiſſion ſo to do, inſtead of Remit- 
ting ſin thereby, he would rather add to the Weight 
of them, and profane this Divine Inſtitution. But 
being done by an Apoſtle, or by one emmift 
b 2 Y 
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on emiſſon of Sins. 
by an Hpoſtie for that purpoſe, it Was as effectual 
g remit Sins as if performed by Cbriſ himſelf, bes 

cauſe as the Text tells us, He ſent the Apoſtles, 
eren as his Father had ſent-him,: That is, with the 


ame Power and Authority, particularly with the 


power to remit retam ſint. Therefore to 
whomſpeyver they Miniſtred tlie Sacrament of Bay- 
ti, which was appointed for the Remlſſion - of ſins, 
that Perſon's Sins were actually remitted by it. 
Repentance and Converſion did indeed quality the Per- 
ſon for receiving the Ordinance, but it was his 
Boytiſm that waſh'diaway or blotted out his Sins. 
And thus by the Miniſtrarion of this Sacrament 
did the Apo les remit the Sins of thoſe whom 
they admitted into the Chart of Cbri e. 
But though Baptiſm was appointed for the Remiſ- 
fon of ſins, yet it did not make thoſe who had re- 
ceived that Sacrament uncapable of ſinning again. 
Whilſt Men are Men, they will be liable to Temp- 
tations, and will fall into grievous Sins ſometimes, 
25 well after Baptiſm as before. And this we find 
they did in the Apoſtles Days, though moſt of thoſe 
which we read of to have been baptized by them, 
were baptized in their riper Years: Wit- *- 
neſs the inceſtuous Perfon at Corinth, who 1 Cor. v. 
married his Father's Wife: A Sin ſo heinous, '» 
as the very Gentiles or Heathens abomi- _ . 
nated it. Such Fornication, ſays. St. Paul, as i not ſo 
much as named among the Gentiles, that one ſhould have 
his Father's Wife, . Let when this Man teſtified his 
Repentance for this great Sin, though he could not 
be baptized again, yet the Apoftle conceived he 
had Authority to remit his Sin, and ac- | 
cordingly forgave it in the Perſon of Cbriß. 2 Cor. Ii. 
From whence jt is evident, that St. Paul 1. 
conceived he had the ſame W en 
remit his Sins, which 4 himſelf exerciſed hers 
h | - & | on 
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dn Earth, who ſaid to the ſick Man in 
Mar. ii. 5. the Goſpel, Thy fins are forgiven thee. And 
4 foraſmuch as he was 2 Chriſt, even 
as Chriſt himſelf was ſent by the Father, and had 
received ſuch Authority, that whoſe ſoever Sins he 
remitted, they were remitted unto them, no doubt but 
When upon this Man's Repentance, he forgave 
him his Sin in the Perſon of Chrif, that Man's Sin 
was actually forgiven him. The Man's Repentance 
indeed qualified d him to be forgiven, but it was the 
Apoſtle that did forgive him. Which certainly he 
would not have done, if he had not known that our 
Lord had given him Power and Authority to re- 
mit Sins. Fi, "261, | N 
Thus then it is evident from the Holy Scriptures, 
that the Apoſtles conceiv'd themſelves to be veſted 
with an Authority to remit or pardon Sins. That 
becauſe. out of the Church of Chri# there is no Re- 
miſſion of Sins; therefore in order to remit the 
Sins of thoſe whom they converted, they firſt ad- 
mitted them into the Church by baptizing them, 
and waſhed away their Sins by that Sacrament : 
And when Men fell into Sin after Bapriſm, they 
then authoritatively pronounced the Remiſſion of 
Sins, to ſuch as they found penitent, ſaying, I fer- 
give, or abſolue thee from thy Sins in the Perſon of Cbriſt, 
or to that Effect. So that I conceive nothing can 
be plainer from their Practice, than that they had 
Power on Earth to forgive Sins. And the Text 
aſſures us, that whoſe ſoever ſins they remitted; they were 
remitted unto them. And when they judged it ne- 
ceſſary not to adminiſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm 
to any Man, or to deny him Abſolution for Sins 
committed after Baptiſm, that Man's Sins were not 
forgiven, for-ſo ſays the Text, Whoſe ſoever fins 30 
retain, they are retained. : | us 


They 
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on Remiſſion' of Sins. © 5f 
They alſo remitted Sins by the Adminiftracion 

the other Sacrament, call'd the ' Lord's Supper, 
which we find the A poſtles 1 72 adminiſtred, : 
and thereby forgave” we Sins of ſuch penitent Chri- 
ſtians, as faithfully received che ſame at their Hands. 
For by the Adminiſtring that Sacrament „they gave 
to every faithful Receiver the Blond of the 
New Teftament, which ws ' ſhed for many Ma 
for the rewifſion of ſins, Thus by the Mi- 
nitration of theſe Sacraments, and the Abſolution 
given to Penitents, they remitted their Sins: And | 
by with-hold them from the Impenitent, th 
retained their Sins. Thüs far then, I ſuppoſe it 
muſt be granted, that the Apoſtles Power to remit 
and retain Sins, might, and did actually reach. 

But the Apoſtles e erciſed this Power yet fur- 
ther, in the various Puniſhments and Corrections 
which they inflicted on obſtinate Offenders. Thus 
St. Peter ſaid to Simon Magus, when he X 
offered Money for Gi of the Holy 2 N rl. 
Ghoſt. The "Money ſh with the 
Thou haſt neither Park ark ror in this Matter, By which 
Words 4 lain — cut him off from the Church, in- 
to which been baptized by Fbilip, and from 
all the Spiritual Benefits belonging to it: Thereby 
retaining or binding his Sin upon him till he ſhould 
teſtify his Repentance. So alſo St. Paul 857 
by his own Apoſtolick Authority tho“ — x Cor. bak 
abſent, ' yet in the Name of Chriff orde- 
red the inceſtuous ' Corinthian to be ſeparated from 
the Church, and delivered to Satan for the Deſtracti. 

mm of the Fleſh. And both the Perſon offending and 
the Corimth;ans alſo were fo well farisfied, that this 
Sentence of the Apoſtle was tatified or confirmed, g 
in Heaven, That he expected no Forgiveneſs there. 
till he had St. Paul's Pardon alſo, and 
therefore having duly teſtified his Re- wh Car. 1. 
pentance, his Brethren at Corinth deſir d | 
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' that Apoſtle to forgive him, and ſo he forgeri hin 
with: „ in the Perſon of Che .. The ſame Diſc, 
2. line he cxercis'd on-Hymeneus and Phili, 
they might learn not to blaſpheme. . e $630 

Thus did the Apoſtles, not only fgrgive Sins by 
the Miniſtration of the Word and Sacraments, but 
8 retained, them alſo by depri ving obſtinate 
Offenders of thoſe Means of Grace; Nor could 
the Offenders which were ſo deprived or excom- 
municated, hope for any Pardon in Heaven where 
the Apoſtles Sentence was ratified, till that Apo- 
ſtle h. Annen them and taken off his Cenſure 
E . rom them. And St. Paal plainly alludes 
ON to this Power, when he threatens. the 
and asks if they will have him come ſo, or in Lows. 
and the Spirit of Meekneſs. ?., The - Apoſtles had no 


Temporal Power, they could inflict no Corporal 


Puniſhments, the Rod which they had was a 
Spiritual one, which could be only to bind or 


retain their Sins, which Sentence if it was not 


ratified in Heaven could fignifie nothing at all, 
But the People well knew that our Saviour had 
gixen them the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
that whatſoever was ep by them on Earth, was bound 
in Heaven, whoſe ſoever ſins they retained here, were re- 
tained there alſo, and therefore molt juſtly feared 
this Rod, more than any Temporal Puniſhment 
whatſoever. If the Apoftles retained: their Sins, 
they had juſt Reaſon tq be ſatisfied that God would 
never forgive them. For Chriſt having given the 
Apoſtles. this Power in the Words of the Text, ſtood 
engaged by his own Promiſe to ratify and con- 
' firm their Sentence being given according to the 
Rules preſcribed in his Goſpel: And therefore if 
he ſhoutd-not bind in Heaven what they hound on 
Earth, he might ſeem to make void his own Tom 
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tus whom be alſo delivered unto Satan, that 


Corinthians to coine. unto them with a Rod, 
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miſion. Wherefore it was in vain for any one fo 
bound to expect Pardon from him in Heaven, till 
they had received Abſolution from the Apofle that 


had bound them. Conſider this is àn Ordinance 
of Chriſt, That Wharſoever his Miniſters ſhall bind un 
Earth, or as the Text explains it, I bat fins they ſhall 
verain on Earth, ſhall' be retained, ſhall be bound. in 
Hoden : If therefore he 


he forgive thoſe Sins in Hea- 
ven, which according to his owti'Commiſlion are 
bound on Earth, he makes void his own Ordi- 
nance, It is therefore neceſſary that ſuch Sins, at 
leaſt as are bound on Barth, ſhould be alſo looſed 
by. the Perſon that binds them before they are 
looſed in Heaven, or elſe Chriſt does not ſtand by 
and maintain his own' Ordinance. - And I ſay tis 
neceſſary they ſhould be looſed by the Perſon that 
binds them ; for if Chrift himſelf will. not looſe 
them, much leſs can any inferiour Miniſter of his 
do it. The Bond being ratified in Heaven, cannot 
be loofed till He that bound it looſes it alſo; and 
then there is a Promiſe that it ſhall be looſed in 
Heaven. Therefore the Corinthian who was bound 
by St. Paul ſought to be looſed by St. Peter, or b 
Apdllos, tho? they alſo had preached at Corintb, but 
by St. Paul himſelf who had bound him. And when 
he had looſed him, he had no Reaſon longer to 
queſtion but that he was looſed in Heaven, having 
9 faithful Promiſe for ie. 150 
- Thus I truſt I have ſhew'd you, and I con- 
vinc'd you too, that the Apoſtles conceiv'd them - 
ſelves to be veſted with a Power of remitting and 
retaining Sins. And exerciſed it not only in the 
Miniſtration of the Word and Sacraments ; but alſo. 
by .caſting out notorious and obſtinate Offenders 
from the Communion of the Church; and not re- 
ceiving them again, till they had teſtified their Re- 
pentance. | 1 AER | * 
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Yong vor act mt zt eee gan 
II. Secondly, Therefore Iwill ſhew you that this 
was not a 2 K. granted perſonally or peculiarly 
to the Ape les, but they were to have Sucgeſſots in 
this, as well 2 ther Rare. of thalr Oboe For 
e as St. Matthew tells us, our Saviout pro- 
rr miſed to be with them elwsjt even uno 
tile end of the World. Beſides, if this Power 
Was not to continue in the Ghixch tothe: end of the 
World, then neither the Miniſtry of the Word and 
Sacraments: For as I ſnew d you, it was by theſe 
Ordinances that the Apoſtles ræmitted Sins: And 
Sins are remitted by theſe Shered Inſtitutions, even 
to this Day, or elſe they muſt have loſt their pr 
mitive Nature, and the very end for which: t 
were inſtituted. And if the C iſſion hold g 
as to one part of it, it muſt do ſo in the other part 
alſo; therefore if Biſbops and their Preabyters, the 
-Succeſſors of the Apoſtles have a Right to pardon 
Sins, by the Miniſtration of: the Word and Sacra 
ments; they muſt have a Right to pardon them by 
Abſolution, and to retain them alſo by Excommu- 
nication, and other Spiritual Cenſures as the Apo- 
' Kiles had; and their Cenſures are alſo ratiſied in 
Heaven, as thoſe of the * were, ſo that no 
Power on Earth can relea ſe them, but only he that 
bound them. And that the Church always con- 
ceiv d her ſelf to be veſted with this Authority, is 
evident ftom the Hiſtory of the Church in all Ages, 
from the Apoſtles Days to this Time. The Canon; 
of the Chureb, from the moſt early Ages to this Day, 
are moſt conyincing Evidences that all the Fathers 
who made thoſe Canont, were of this Opinion: 
For all thoſe Canem, tho made by ſeveral Men, in 
diſtant Ages and diſtant Places, are ſo many Teſti- 
monies of this Power of binding and — Sin- 
ners, being many of them, only ſo many Rules to 
direct Biſhops, and their Presbyters in the Ule and Ee 
I | ercile 
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oiciſs bb this: Power. All the: Fathers alſo, even 
era er who H d neareſt to the pe 
Days, and uhoſe W have continu' d. c 6 
Times, have taken notice of this Power; It 
be tedious to give yo — me has 
— eren before Pop cg e into the World, 
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and retainin e manner as 
72 inceſtuous Corinthian, whom he 
— to Tor the — bet the Heil, 
and after freed from that Bond, 2. 
nighr be ſaved in che Dey of che Tord . 
we now: call dyrche Name 
and Abſolution, 11 — 11s op 2242 has 
| (However, I cannot forbear eo gi ye yu ohe In- ; 
ſtance of the Exerciſe of this Power on'on& of it thy 


greaceſt of che Rowan Emperors, bechuſe It is men 
tion'd and a ad 


pprov'd by our Church, in the ſecon 
Parr of che Homily of the Right Uſe of the Church, _ 
"Theadefine the Great, Who was Empe- Vid. Vit 
ror of "Rome, having been moſt hig 1 gre 
provoked:by the Inhabitants of '7hefſa 
niea, who had tumultuouſly Agde 0e one Thad, 
of his Generals, Mus ou a ſevere Or- 
der for cheirPuniſhment, which was executed with 
the utmoſt Rigour.” For the Officers who were ap- 
pointed to ſee this —— * — As 1 
were peaceably to t ry, and having invit 
the Inttabitants, to all appearance i in 2 fin 
„u manner, to ſee ſome fine Shows, which they pre · 
ges, if tended they would exhibit to them: Having got- 
non; ff ten hy etiis Means a grear Multitudle into the Cire, 
or Place erected for piibHek Shows and Yon; they | 
nen brought à Band of Soulders upon chem, and put | 
ul co "the Sword, wichout Diſtinction of Age or 
Sex 3 and going into the City alſo, flew all they 
could find; whether Strangers or Inhabitants; 


batinthe[pace ofthree Hoars they deftrdyd Seven =—_ 
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= houſand Perſons: The greateſt phrt of which by 
fary were, without difpute, wholly innocent of the 
Crime. St. Ambroſe, Who was then Biſhop of Al- 
Lu, the Place where the Emperor ar rhat time re- 
fideds:(tho?, then abſent — a: little while) upon 
the News of this Maſſucre, which was — by 
his Order, immediately wrote him a Letter, repre. 
ſenting to him the Heinouſneſs of his Crime, in 
ſhedding ſo much innocent Blood, and ſor his — 
ving not taken proper Methods to diſtin 
Innocent from the Guilty, And when t 
ror came to Milla, and would have come 1 — — 
Church there; St. Ambroſe met him ar the Porch, 
and ſpoke to him in this manner. It is very pro- 
I 4 bable, O Emperor, chat you know not how 
"* Ereat the Slaudchter is that you have made; and 
© that you havi; not, ſince your Anger has been 
toe conſicier'd the Fact you have committed 
For your Imp rial Majeſty, perhaps ſuffers you 
not to acknowledge — — and your Power 
« rhe Van Reaſon. But we ought. to conſider, 
how-frail and — our Nature is, and al- 
855 to. bear in ine that we muſtireturn to the 
rom hence we ſprung: Neither ſhould 
2 be ſo 10 far deceiyed by the Splendour of your 
Bach v as not to know the - weakneſs. of that 
bich it cover: Alſo, that thoſe who are 
E ded by you, partake: of che ſame; Na- 
| ture with your ſelf, and are in that your 
W - ce Fellow Servants. For there is one Lord and 
| „ King of All which 3 is God the Creator of this 
1 i Gale e. Han. bat Eyes then will you look 
„ wagds th C Temple o of him, who is Lord of all? 
| | | ich What Moc will von tread on his Holy 
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roun o will, you dare reach out your 
nr © Grand?" With unjuſt Murder and Blood, 


„ and take the Holy Body e of the Lord wich them ? : 
| * Or how, wall you take his yencrablo Blood 1 into 
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« ede 3 G0 then, and attemp 0 not LA a new 
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«© which the Lord of All wrt 3 yoke you 
© be bound with: This Band has Force in it to re- 


« pell the Diſeaſe of your Mind, and to reſtore you, 
. be your Health.“ The Emperor in his 6wn Ex: 


cuſe had Recourſe to the Example of David, Who 
was guilty boch of dultery and Murder. To 
which Ambroſe' anſwered, Go then and follow him in 
his Repentance, whom — have } thw'd in hit Sin. The 


pr immediately And bewail'd his Sin. 


mi pray Gee e this Band Eight | 


— — Cbriſtmaſt came, he fat weeping in 
his Palace, and Ruff, one of his chief Officers 
of State, asking the Cauſe of * he ſaid, Slaves and 
Beggars have free admiſſion to there to offer 


their Prayers to God, but that es and Heaven it ſelf 


7 ſhut againſt me. For J tall to mind, that Sentence 
pronounced hy our Lord, phere it is ſaid, I bat ſoe ver ye a 
ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound 1 


go to the Biſhop, ſays Ruffnut, and beſeech him to 
"ſolve you. I e Emperor fearing Ambroſe would 


th Haben I'w 


deny his Requeſt, was bete before he would 
ive Ron leave to 
ſent im, and alſo follow'd 'himſetf, attended 
with-hjs Guards. Ambroſe ave ; mus a flat De- 


nal? then ſeeing tie Eniperot᷑ attended with 


his Gba, xeprov'd him Alſo, and told him, That 


his Corning ii that manner look d Tyrannical, and 
that he ſcemꝰ d as if he came to offer Violence to 


the Priefts'a d' to the Church, I do not come, ſays 
TFbeodoſias, 0 the ſacred Laws, nor to break into the 
Church, nor to'uſe any Violence: But I beſeech you to.looſp 
the Band: wherewith ou baue hound me: And that you 
me imitaty the Clemede) of by Lord, who bath FS 
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to him; however at laſt 
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„ r Rails again And when Ne- 
4 who, was Biſhop of that Church, ask'd him, 
hy he did not ſtay within the Rails as he had been 
„Id _ formerly. 5 He anſwet'd with a Sigh, and 
gd *. I have at though. with Difficaly, learn'd the 
q ee 4 Biſhop. and an +1 bave at 
5 ound « Maſter that bas . taught we the Truth. For 
4 = ole te nh Bp dons the Sy, 
„ Wl that Name. 


t It is obſervable that there was no ſuch thing as 
„ Peper) in the World, when St. Ambroſe exerciſed this 
6. Authority of binding and loofing upon this Great 
6 and Good Emperor. For I may well call him 
good Emperor, ſince except this one Inſtance of 
, to which he had very great Provocation, 
and to which he was inſtigated by the conti“ 
med Importunities of his great Councellors, ne: 
prince ever governed with more and 
be teſtified a moſt ſincere hearty Penirence for this 
AR, and made the beſt amends ſor it to his Sub- 
ſects, by n that equitable Law above-- 


mentioned. But it is ches was no Piper 
in the World at that time: For if th Emperoc. 
N . 


ſuch: as; t pretends: to be, and: has dome ever 
ince what we call Popery! has appeared, he would 
immediately have applied to him to have been 
looſed from that Bau wherewich Ambroſe had bound 
him: And being ſo near to Romi too, would not 
have waited eight Months under the continued 
Fears of Damnation, if he ſhould happen 0 dis 
defore he was abſoloved, without makin 
plications there for Pardon. It is ther 
that he knew, that neither the Pope 
15850 Biſhop had the Power to bolt chat 

own 
Biſhop of Rome pretended not at that time to any” 
hed Power, or at leaſt chat po ſuch Power was 
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ir Band which 


Dioceſay had put upon him: And dt X 
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generally -thouphe to beloch 16hith; Necher us 


he a Prince that had been uſed''ts be Prieft-riddes 


according to a Modern Phraſe, for he had lived 
the moſt part of his time (after he was Emperor 
atleaſt) at Conſtantinople, where Nectarius was Biſhop, 
who appears by the Story to have been one that 

1 was by no means like Ambroſe; but ac- 


＋ ib. v. cap. Cording to Sotyetes, was of W 


fir plauſible Demeanour, and affe 

Popularity, and therefore would give no Offence 
to any by the Exerciſe of his Authority; for 
which Tbeodoſint after his Return from Millan gave 

him a handſome Rebuke when he invited him to 
come within the Rails, by letting him know, That 

Ambroſe alone deſerved the Name of 'a Biſhop : Which 
was a civil way of telling him that he deſerved it 
not. In ſhort, it appears, That Tbeodoſur was a 

good Chriſtian, and as ſoon as he met a Biſhop 
who had the Courage to teach him his Duty, 

and to let him know the — he had to bind 
und looſe, to rumit or retgin ſms, he ſubmitted to the 
Rand, teſtified his Repentance in the manner che 
Biſhop preſeribeil to him, and humbly begged for 
Abſolution- Another thing which clears this-A& 
of. St. Anbraſe from any thing like Popery, is that 


When he excommunicated the Emperor, he pre- 


tended not in che leaſt thereby to diminiſh his Ci. 


vil Authority, he own'd him till to be his Sove- 


reign, and that his Subjects every one of them 
ow d him the ſame Allegiance as before: During 
the eight Months he lay under this Cenſure, he 
exerciſed his Imperial Authority, and enjoyed his 
State, and was attended by his Guards as he had 
been formerly. He was the ſame in all reſpects 
as to his Imperial Capacity as he had been. 
Whereas Popiſh Excommunications pretend to affect 
the Civil Rights of thoſe on whom they are inffli- 
Red: The Pope pretends to depoſe Princes, —_ 
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subjects from their Alle giance, and to give away 
their Dominions to whom they pleaſe. But no- 
thing of chis was done by St. Ambroſe, his Cenſure 
purely related to the Emperor's Soul. If there had 


of our Homilies (Who were as firm Proteſtants 2s 
erer this Nation had) would not have ſpoke of it 
with Approbation. And thoſe Homilies being con- 
firmed by our Articles, is a Teſtimony, That this 
Act was agreeable to the preſent Doctrine of 
our Church, and conſequently that our Bi- 
mops have the Authority which St. Ambroſe exer- 


when there is juſt Oocaſion, even upon the Great» 
eſt; there being no Perſon on Eartii ſo great, as to 
be exempted from this Power. As all Per- 
foris of what Quality ſoever are to be admi 
into Chriſt's Church by the ſame Ordinance, | 
are they liable to: be caſt out of it in the ſame 
manner: For Godis no Reſpecter of Perſons. 
And that our Church conceives her Prieſts to 
be veſted with the ſame Authority which the Apo 
poſtles, and their Succeſſors the Biſbop- and Priefts in 
the Primitive Church did exerciſe in this particu- 
lar part of Remitting and Retaining ſims, is evident, 
not only from the allowed Practice in the Spiri 
tual Courts to cenſure and abſolve, which by rea- 


much regarded, but from our very Liturgy, or 
Book of Common Prayer. When a Prieſt is Or- 
dained, the —-o laying his Hands upon him (as 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Biſhops did on thoſe they 
Ordained) ſays, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, F or the 
Office: and Work of @ Prieſt in the Church of God, now 
committed unto thee by the Tmpoſition of our Hands. Whoſe 


bon doſt forgive, they are forgiven, and whoſe 

fine! thou deff retain ibey are retained; And in our 
Daily: Service it is expreſſed, That Ged hath given 
0 Fever 


deen any thing Popiſh in this Act, che Compilers - 


cis d, and by the Law. of God may execute it 


ſon of the Abuſes there too frequent, are not now 
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o forgive Aus, fall reſides in e Poa 
| og Gre That this is no Popiſh Doctrine, 
t the Doctrine of Chrif and his 729 of the 
Fathers of the Primitiye Church, of our firſt Re- 
formers who compiled our Liturgy, and died 
Martyrs for the Froteſtam | Religion. © is the: Day 
Grine of che Liturgy it felf, which has been con- 
d by ſeveral Synods or Convocations of on 
ops and Clergy of this Church, and by ſe- 
yea Parliament of chis Realm. To fay chere · 
Pome God's Priefts have not this Power, is to 
fay, That Chi and bis 4p les, the Fathers and 
Mare rs of the Primitive C and our own, 
tions and our Parliaments were all 
— 3 Which I hope you: wil not ray for 
Rp will hens, | 
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and we muſt be ſorry for ey 
82 our evit ways, or elſe we Ait de 155 
: But the Parden and B6 —— it“ ſelf 3s 
no A of ours, but of God offy, "#4" for this 
Reaſon howowell ſorver we ms be qualified to re- 
ceive A Pardon, we Cannot affüre dür fetyes that 
we actually are pardon d yell» e cat ſome Way or 
weben pe alfred chat G op ns Partieufariy for- 
n Us. 1445 0 29135 393 (iin Nt M13 £ 10 
1 But now which way can we be aſfüted of this, 
unleſs: God would vouchſaſe to call to-ever parti. 
cular Man by a View from Heaven; and {xy unto 
him, Sen, thy fins be bee g which: would be 
below the Dig gary o ils incomp, chenſible Maje- 
and Greatnefs? Or elſe thar he ſhould appoint 
in Perſons as his Stewards or aties to de · 
clare and promounce this Remiſſion of Sins in his 
Name, to every Perſon being — And this 
I have ſhewed you, Chriß actually did do in the 
Words: of the Textz ſaying, Whoſe ſocuer fins ye re. 
mit, they are remitted: Whoſe ſorver" N tain, 
they are. retained. ' By which Means ay be 
encouraged to repent and be cumverted, net only in 
Hopes or with a Proſpect of having "thieis Sins for 
given in another Life, but may alſo have 
their Pardon ſo confirmed and ratified even in this 
Life, that they ſhall not Have the leaſt: Cauſe to 
doubt, but that it is alſo at the ſame time — 
. ratified, in —_— For to 1 Bur Sarieurs 
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and what is done 5 — by 
e A 
And to convince us that he hath: inde) as - fulf 
and amfpile: Deputation of his-0wn Power to for- 
give Sins, as Was poſfible to be given to Men, 
Chriſ6 uſeth no other Word to denote the Power 
committed to the Apoſtles, than he does to denote 
that Power Which was inherent in himſelf For 
he does not day, wbeſe far: ye wiſh, or pray for, 
or 'whoſe fins: : o- e declare co-borrewtred 5 but: -wb; 
Int qe remit 4. Uſing the very ion. with 
Kegel to on: hich wok with regard 
to himſelf, 1113 tt ; 18 py 
It is all further ableciitls, That e 
Whoſe ſins ye; rewit, I will rent, or they-ſhal [ae 
witted 3; tawboſe ſarver fins ye remit they are 7 2 
Plainly intimaring thereby, that — they 
do according to this C ſhall have 
an immediate Effect and Validity. That at the 
ry- lame time that his Miniſters | pronounce Ab- 
ution to the Penitent, or ſeal to them the Par- 
don and Forgiveneſs of their Sins by the Mini- 
ſtration of his Holy Sacraments; he himſelf actu- 
ally forgives them: And thoſe who rightly and 
duly receive theſe Holy Ordinances, have not a 
bare Aſſurance or Promiſe to be forgiven here- 
after, hut are really and truly forgiven at that ve- 
ty time: Their Pardon is actually ſealed, and they 
are made; one with Cbriſt, and Chriſt with them. 
And yvhut can be more beneficial than this? Can 
any thing be more advantageous to us, than to 
have an Aſſurance that our Sins not only ſhall be 
forgiven,” but that they actually are ſo? For when 
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